
 

 
 

Invitation to participate in an MWIA led study 
 
Title: Medical Women’s International Association (MWIA) member survey of COVID-19 
experiences as healthcare providers.   Alfred research project number 761/20 
 
The Scientific and Research Subcommittee of MWIA are undertaking a survey of the MWIA 
members to learn about your experiences as women doctors, during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted normal medical practice internationally.  There is 
little research that explores the COVID-19 impacts on women doctors across the health 
sector internationally during this time. In light of this research gap and given that Medical 
Women’s International Association (MWIA) has an international membership of women 
doctors only, an opportunity exists to explore the experiences of MWIA members across a 
variety of healthcare settings, during this pandemic. To date, much of the research has 
looked at healthcare workers referring to them either as physicians or nurses, providing 
minimal or no sex disaggregated data for physicians.  
 
This research aims to explore the experiences of a group of women doctors working in 
diverse medical settings around the globe, by asking women doctors what they have 
experienced whilst working during the COVID-19 pandemic and how has this affected their 
work life and sense of wellbeing. The study aims to fill a significant gap in the research 
during COVID-19. 
 
At the end of this email, there will be a link to a survey which will give you the background 
information, the plain language statement and the option to proceed to the survey. If you 
decide to proceed with the survey, this will indicate that the explanatory statement has 
been read and that consent is given to participate. Choosing to participate is voluntary and 
choosing to participate or declining to participate will not have any consequences.  
 
The survey will take about 5 minutes to complete.  Completion of this survey will contribute 
to this aim. The survey will be open for a total of twelve weeks and all members will receive 
a monthly email reminder.  
 
Participants have the right not to finish the survey, to skip any questions they prefer not to 
answer, or not submit the finished survey. Once the survey is submitted, it will not be 
possible to return the data because the researchers will have no way of knowing what data 
belongs to whom. 



 
The proposed project is to analyse the data and publish the findings in a peer reviewed 
journal.  
 
All data will be destroyed seven years after the last publication and the data will be 
anonymous. If the sample in any country is too small and hence the person is potentially 
identifiable, it will not be included in any publication. All data will be securely stored in a 
password locked file, in the cloud (see our Data Management Plan).  
 
This is a minimal risk study, and all details will be outlined in the in the plain language 
statement. A recommendation to reach out to national and international support 
organisations will be included in case of emotional distress if answering questions on the 
survey elicit feelings of sadness or distress.  
 
Thank you for considering this and for taking the time to read this email as we know, your 
time is precious.   
 
If you have any queries regarding the survey or the study, please contact: 
 
Responsible researcher: Dr Magdalena Simonis  
magdalena.simonis@unimelb.edu.au    Tel: +61 414631378  
    
or the Co-Investigators: 
Professor Antonella Vezzani telephone:   
vezzanto@gmail.com   +393356250184 
 
Professor Magda Carneiro-Sampaio 
magdascs@usp.br 
 
 
 
 
  


